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“Under our Constitution, the condition of being a boy does not justify a kangaroo court

 -- In re Gault, 387 U.S. 1 (1967)







Who is in JJIC?
• Kids who are:

o arrested and waiting for a detention hearing
o Kids detained before their adjudication 

hearings
o Kids detained for violations of probation or 

parole
o Kids detained waiting to go into OJJ custody

• Can be + 17 years old

• Not under 13
o For misdemeanors
o According to JDAI standards



Who is Subject to Delinquency Prosecution?
Children who are all of the following:

• 10 or over (Ch. C. 804(3)); and 

• 20 or younger (Ch. C. 804(1)); and

• Are alleged to have committed an act which would be a crime if committed by an adult (but see 
exceptions in Ch. C. 804(3)); and

• Are, or were, under 17  at the time the delinquent act is said to have been committed (Ch. C. 
804(1)); and

– (Unless 17 and delinquent act allegedly occurred before March 1, 2019 and on/after April 19, 2024) (Ch. C. 
804(1)(b))

• Have not been transferred to criminal court pursuant to Ch. C. 305 or Ch. C. 857 (Ch. C. 303).



Life of a Case: Delinquency Prosecution
Arrest Continued 

Custody
Charging 
Decision Answer Adjudication Disposition Post-

Disposition

• Transportation to NOPD Juvenile Bureau for intake

• Child is detained or released according to intake policies 



Life of a Case: Delinquency Prosecution

• Timing: Within three days of arrest, excluding holidays and 
weekends (Ch. C. 819)
o  But which day?!
o  What are attorneys and advocates doing during this time?
o  What do parents and guardians know?

Arrest Continued 
Custody

Charging 
Decision Answer Adjudication Disposition Post-

Disposition



Life of a Case: Delinquency Prosecution

• District Attorney decides what they are going to do (Ch. C. 842 et seq.)

• Options: 
o  Decline to prosecute completely
o  Offer diversion
o  Prosecute as FINS
o  Prosecute as delinquency, file a petition
o  Transfer to criminal court

Arrest Continued 
Custody

Charging 
Decision Answer Adjudication Disposition Post-

Disposition



Transfer to Adult Court

• Sometimes long negotiations before a 
charging decision is made

• If case remains in juvenile court, often 
require a plea to a long sentence in 
secure care

• If case goes to CDC, moves slowly like 
other CDC cases



Life of a Case: Delinquency Prosecution

• Answer to the prosecution’s charge – e.g., denial 
or admission (Ch. C. 856)

Arrest Continued 
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Disposition



Life of a Case: Delinquency Prosecution
Arrest Continued 

Custody
Charging 
Decision Answer Adjudication Disposition Post-

Disposition

• Authority: Ch. C. 877 et seq.

• Timing, per Ch. C. 877:
o 30 days from answer hearing for detained children who are not charged with a violent 

offense under R. S. 14:2
o 60 days from answer hearing for detained children who are charged with a violent 

offense
o 90 days from answer hearing for children who are not detained

• Children are protected by all constitutional rights applying in criminal trials – except for 
the right to trial by jury (Ch. C. 808)



Life of a Case: Delinquency Prosecution
Arrest Continued 

Custody
Charging 
Decision Answer Adjudication Disposition Post-

Disposition

• Authority: Ch. C. 886 et seq.

• Timing: Within 30 days of adjudication, absent a good-cause extension (Ch. C. 892)

• Sentences/ Dispositions:
o Admonishment 
o Inactive probation  
o Active probation  
o Non secure care (OJJ)  
o Secure care (OJJ)

• All can be up until 21 years old!



Life of a Case: Delinquency Prosecution
Arrest Continued 

Custody
Charging 
Decision Answer Adjudication Disposition Post-

Disposition

• Authority: Ch. C. 904 et seq.

• Timing: 
• Case remains open until child is no longer under the supervision of the juvenile 

justice system (case closed/child turns 21)

• Possible hearings resulting in detention:
o Probation review
o Revocation hearing
o Contempt hearing



Criminal District Court 
Procedures

• Arraignment 

• Motions Hearing 

• Trial 

• Sentencing





Trauma



Trauma-Informed Care (TIC)



Things to 
remember



More things to remember
• Don’t talk to kids about their cases, refer them to their defense team.

– You can be called as a witness against them

• Communicate with defense team if you think you have info they 
need.
– Including advocacy for the client

• Let us know if you have questions!



Thank you!

Sam Marrone
smarrone@lakidsrights.org 

Hannah Van De Car 
hvandecar@lakidsrights.org
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