	STATE OF LOUISIANA

IN THE INTEREST OF

JOE DOE 

NO: XXXX-XXX-XX-DQ-X
FILED: ____________________

	JUVENILE COURT FOR

THE PARISH OF ORLEANS

STATE OF LOUISIANA

____________________________

DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT


MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE

COMES NOW, JOE DOE, through undersigned counsel, and respectfully requests that this Court consolidate the above-captioned matter with an ongoing pre-adjudication matter in Section Y pursuant to Louisiana District Court Rules; Louisiana Juvenile Court Rules; Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution of the State of Louisiana; and the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution. In support he states the following:
STATEMENT OF FACTS
1. DESCRIBE POSTURE OF THIS CASE.
2. JOE is also being prosecuted under a lower case number in Section Y of Orleans Parish Juvenile Court.  DESCRIBE POSTURE OF CASE IN OTHER SECTION.  
LAW AND ARGUMENT
3. The Louisiana District Court Rules, promulgated by the Louisiana Supreme Court, provides that the purpose of the rules is to “govern interaction between the courts, counsel, and litigants and to ensure the administration of justice in an efficient and effective manner.”  La. Dist. Ct. R. 1.0.    
4. The Louisiana Juvenile Court Rules directly speak to the issue of consolidation. The “One Family / One Judge Rule” mandates: “[I]f a juvenile or the mother or father of any child or children has a juvenile case pending and previously allotted, any new juvenile matter shall be allotted so that all juvenile matters related to the new filing are presided over in one division of court.” La. Juv. Ct. R. 42.0.  
5. Further, under the Orleans Parish Juvenile Court Rules newer cases should be consolidated with older.  “Delinquency petitions shall be consolidated with the earliest open delinquency petition (i.e., bearing the lower case number) in which the same defendant(s) is/are charged.” Orleans Parish Juv. Ct. R. 2.1(h).  
6. The Children’s Code states that “purpose of this Title is to accord due process to each child who is accused of having committed a delinquent act . . . to insure that he shall receive, preferably in his own home, the care, guidance, and control that will be conducive to his welfare.”  La. Ch. C. Art. 801.  The Louisiana Supreme Court promulgated the above referenced Rules in recognition of the need to “accord due process to each child” in delinquency proceedings.  
7. Because JOE’s case in Section Y is the “earliest open delinquency petition,” it is proper under the Louisiana District Court Rules, the Louisiana Juvenile Court Rules and the state and federal Constitutions to consolidate his case in Section X with his case in Section Y. 
8. Moreover, failure to consolidate JOE’s cases will be inefficient for the court, as well as for JOE and his family. DESCRIBE INEFFICIENCY (See comment for example)
.  Consolidating these cases, as required by the Rules cited above, would “ensure the administration of justice in an efficient and effective manner.”  La. Dist. Ct. R. 1.0. 
WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, JOE respectfully requests that this Court order the matter in case number XXXX-XXX-XX-DQ-X be consolidated to Section Y.  
Respectfully Submitted,

_________________________________

ATTORNEY, La. Bar XXXXX
Louisiana Center for Children’s Rights

1100-B Milton Street, Suite B

New Orleans, LA 70122

PHONE #

EMAIL
COUNSEL FOR JOE DOE 
Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that I have served a copy of the foregoing pleading upon the Assistant District Attorneys, Section X and Y, Orleans Parish Juvenile Court, 1100 Milton Street, New Orleans, LA 70122, on or before the day of filing.
__________________________________

ATTORNEY, La. Bar XXXXX
	STATE OF LOUISIANA

IN THE INTEREST OF

JOE DOE 
NO: XXXX-XXX-XX-DQ-X
Filed: __________________


	ORLEANS PARISH

JUVENILE COURT

STATE OF LOUISIANA

_________________

Deputy Clerk of Court


ORDER

Considering the foregoing motion of JOE DOE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Motion to Consolidate is: 

[   ] GRANTED.
[   ] DENIED.
New Orleans, Louisiana this the ______ day of _____________________, 2021.

  ____________________________________

     
             



  HON. JUDGE’S NAME
  JUDGE, SECTION X
       





  ORLEANS PARISH JUVENILE COURT
PLEASE SERVE:

Assistant District Attorney, Section X
Orleans Parish Juvenile Court

1100 Milton St.

New Orleans, LA 70122
Assistant District Attorney, Section Y
Orleans Parish Juvenile Court

1100 Milton St.

New Orleans, LA 70122
ATTORNEY NAME
Louisiana Center for Children’s Rights

1100-B Milton St.

New Orleans, LA 70122
�If X.X.’s cases are not consolidated, two different sections of this Court will have to hold hearings and make findings on the exact same question—whether X.X. is competent to proceed. Likewise, X.X. and his family will have to attend these duplicative hearings in both sections of court.





